The role of the advanced practice nurse in the care of organ transplant recipients.
The role of the advanced practice nurse (APN) in transplantation has evolved from the role of the clinical transplant coordinator. This report attempts to define the credentials, practice domains, barriers to practice, and reimbursement issues related to APN practice while contrasting the role with that of clinical transplant coordinator. The nephrology APN working in a collaborative transplant practice can be an integral part of a multidisciplinary health care team. The APN's education and credentials empower them to provide a wider scope of services than transplant coordinators who are "experts by experience." These services can include providing primary care and performing procedures such as percutaneous transplant biopsies, insertion of peripheral and central venous catheters, and wound debridement as well as management of patients along their continuum of transplant care. Patient education and advocacy also are key components of APN practice. In addition, the services the APN provides generally are reimbursable and therefore can provide revenue for the practice.